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strong string used in sewing the. mail-bags, the object being,
probably, to leave no means to tempt anyone to commit suicide
because of the extreme cold at night. I was told later that garters
were not supplied for the same reason.

Prisoners are not allowed to receive letters, nor to send out
any. If a letter arrived for any prisoner the authorities read it and
returned it to the sender with the remark that prisoners were not
entitled to receive letters.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-4-1908

96.  NATAL GOVERNOR AND INDIANS
For the first time after assuming office the Natal Governor has
spoken on the Indian question. Speaking at the annual conference of
the Natal Agricultural Union, he suggested that they should depend
more on Kaffir than on Indian labour; otherwise, he added, it would
not be possible to treat the Asiatics already in the country with that
fairness which it was in the white man's nature to extend to other,
weaker races.
This speech gives rise to two thoughts. Examining its implica-
tions we see that [ultimately] it is in the interests of the Indians that
the Governor has spoken. He has warned the whites that, if the Indian
immigration continues, Natal will eventually come to be dominated
by them. Let us thank Sir Mathew Nathan for wanting to do justice
by the Indians.
But duty demands that we look at both sides of a question, the
good and the bad, and weigh the two. We must not be elated and
swept off our feet by the good that we may expect to find. Equally, we
must not give way to despair and anger. Looking at the Indian
question from this point of view, we find that the concluding words of
the Governor's speech are not justified by facts. He says that it is in the
nature of the whites to deal fairly with other, weaker races. This im-
plies that Indians are weak and will remain so, at least for some time
to come. The whites have always done justice and will go on doing it,
for the present at any rate. We shall not blame him for assuming the
Indians to be weak, for we have become weak and are content to
remain so. People are bound to point their [accusing] finger at us*
But the Governor had no right to place such views before the whites.
It was unbecoming of him to have done so* We have been further
degraded in their eyes. The remedy, however, is in our own hands.
We were weak but are not so any longer, and even if we are, we must